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RULE CAPTION 

Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Advisory Committee 
Not more than 15 words that reasonably identifies the subject matter of the agency’s intended action.  
 
 

PUBLIC RULEMAKING HEARING 
 
Date:  January 26, 2017    Time: 2:00 pm 
 
Location: Human Services Building    Hearings Officer: Staff 
  500 Summer Street NE, ROOM 160 
  Salem, Oregon 97301  
 
 

This location is accessible for individuals with mobility impairments and auxiliary aids for persons with disabilities are available 
upon advance request. 

 
RULEMAKING ACTION 

 
ADOPT:  
411-019-0000; 411-019-0010; 411-019-0020; 411-019-0030 
 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 410.070, 410.740 
 
Other Auth.:  

 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 410.740 

 
RULE SUMMARY 

 
The Department of Human Services (Department) is proposing to adopt rules for the 
Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Advisory Committee in OAR chapter 411, 



division 019 to establish in rule, the structure of the Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Services, (ODHHS) advisory committee.  The new rules include a new membership 
configuration that will embody all affiliations within the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
population and the purpose and responsibilities of the advisory committee.  This 
change will empower, improve, and strengthen the voices of Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
people within the State of Oregon. 
 
The Department is re-filing this notice and re-scheduling the hearing due to hazardous 
weather conditions on the day the original hearing was scheduled 
 
The Agency requests public comment on whether other options should be considered for achieving the rule’s substantive goals while 
reducing the negative economic impact of the rule on business. 
 
Written comments may be submitted via e-mail to Kimberly.Colkitt-Hallman@state.or.us or mailed to 500 
Summer Street NE, E48 Salem, Oregon, 97301-1064. All comments received will be given equal consideration 
before the Department proceeds with the permanent rulemaking.  
 
Last Day for Public Comment (Last day to submit written comments to the Rules Coordinator):  
January 27, 2016 at 5 p.m. 
 
In the Matter of: 
The adoption of OAR 411-019-0000; OAR 411-019-0010; OAR 411-019-0020; and 
OAR 411-019-0030 relating to Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Documents Relied Upon, and where they are available: 
 
Need for the Rule(s): 
The Department needs to adopt the rules in OAR 411-019 to establish rules to 
implement ORS 410.740, which requires the Department to implement the Oregon 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Services Program advisory committee. The Department 
needs rules to establish the responsibilities and membership of the advisory 
committee. The Department also needs to clarify specific members needed on the 
committee to reflect the Deaf and Hard of Hearing populations and the professional 
community connected with the Deaf and Hard of Hearing population. 

 
The proposed rules do this by addressing the responsibilities of the committee in the 
new rule and by laying out the structural membership of the advisory committee. The 
proposed rules help to ensure the thoughts of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing population 
are heard and provide the opportunity to inclusively complete goals of the Advisory 
Committee within the culturally and linguistically responsive manner. 
 
Fiscal and Economic Impact: 
Statement of Cost of Compliance:  

mailto:Kimberly.Colkitt-Hallman@state.or.us


1. Impact on state agencies, units of local government and the public (ORS 183.335(2)(b)(E)):  
The Department estimates that adopting OAR 411-019 will have the following fiscal 
and economic impact: 
 
State Agencies: The Department estimates there will be no fiscal or economic impact 
on the Department or other state agencies. 
 
Units of Local Government: The Department estimates there will be no fiscal or 
economic impact on units of local government. 
 
Consumers: The Department estimates there will be no fiscal or economic impact on 
consumers. 
 
Providers: The Department estimates there will be no fiscal or economic impact on 
providers. 
 
Public: The Department estimates there will be no fiscal or economic impact on the 
public. 
 
 
2. Cost of compliance effect on small business (ORS 183.336): 
a. Estimate the number of small businesses and types of business and industries with small businesses subject to the rule: 
The Department estimates that no businesses are subject to this rulemaking. No small 
businesses as defined by ORS 183.310 are subject to this rulemaking.  
 
b. Projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative activities required for compliance, including costs of professional 
services: 
The proposed changes impact businesses as described above in the Department's 
statement of cost of compliance. 
 
c. Equipment, supplies, labor and increased administration required for compliance:  
The proposed changes impact businesses as described above in the Department's 
statement of cost of compliance. 
 
How were small businesses involved in the development of this rule? 
A small business as defined in ORS 183.310 participated on the Administrative Rule 
Advisory Committee. Small businesses will also be included in the public review and 
comment period. 
 
Administrative Rule Advisory Committee consulted?:  
Yes. The Administrative Rule Advisory Committee included representation from the 
Department, individual stakeholders, Hearing Loss Association of America, Cerebral 
Palsy and Deaf Organization, Communication Access Project of Oregon (CAP), 



Oregon Association of the Deaf (OAD), Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 
Advisory Committee (ODHHS), and Oregon Better Hearing Association. 
 



DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
AGING AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 

CHAPTER 411 
DIVISION 019 

 
OREGON DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING (ODHHS) ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
 

411-019-0000 Purpose and Responsibilities 
 
(1) The purpose of these rules is to establish responsibilities and 
membership for the Oregon Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Services (ODHHS) 
advisory committee. The goal of ODHHS is to members of the public and 
state agencies to ensure agency programs are available and accessible to 
individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. 
 
(2) The advisory committee’s responsibilities shall include the following: 
 

(a) Identifying the needs and concerns of individuals who are Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing. 
 
(b) Making recommendations to the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) related to the full achievement of economic, social, legal, and 
political equity for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing community. 
 
(c) Advising the Department of Human Services, Governor, 
Legislative Assembly, and other state agencies on how state services 
for individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing might be improved or 
better coordinated to meet the needs of these individuals. 
 
(d) Providing information to individuals who are Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing about where they may obtain assistance in rehabilitation and 
employment and about laws prohibiting discrimination in employment 
as a result of disability. 
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(e) Cooperating with interest groups in rehabilitation and employment 
for individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing, and encourage 
public and private employers to undertake affirmative action to ensure 
equitable employment of individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. 
 
(f) Promoting information and education to employers and the general 
public to increase awareness of and sensitivity to the needs of 
individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and to increase 
opportunities for equitable education and training that shall ensure 
these individuals have the opportunity to reach their full vocational 
potential. 

 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 410.070, 410.740 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 410.740 
 
411-019-0010 Definitions 
 
Unless the context indicates otherwise, the following definitions apply to the 
rules in OAR chapter 411, division 019: 
 
(1) "Deaf" means the term that describes individuals who usually have no 
useful residual hearing and who generally use sign language as their 
primary mode of communication. This group of individuals is culturally Deaf 
and uses the uppercase "D" when using this term.  

 
(2) "deaf" means the term that describes individuals who are audiologically 
deaf. Individuals who are deaf generally use their residual hearing with 
speech reading, amplification, hearing aids, cochlear implants, and other 
hearing assistive technology, and usually speak as a primary mode of 
communication. This group of individuals uses the lowercase “d” when 
using this term. 
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(3) "Deafblind" means all types and degrees of vision and hearing loss that 
imposes a barrier to communication, the environment, and people. This 
term does not necessarily mean total lack of hearing and vision. 
 
(4) "Department" means the Department of Human Services. 
 
(5) "Hard of Hearing" means a descriptive term used when making the 
distinction among individuals with hearing loss. Individuals may use the 
term Hard of Hearing to describe themselves no matter the audiological 
level of hearing loss. 
 
(6) "Late Deafened" means having a severe to profound hearing loss, 
which occurred after the development of speech and language. Individuals 
who are late deafened may benefit from the use of visual display 
technology, but they usually do not benefit from hearing aids or other 
listening technology. 
 
(7) "These Rules" mean the rules in OAR chapter 411, division 019. 
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 410.070, 410.740 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 410.740 
 
411-019-0020 Composition of ODHHS Advisory Committee 
   
(1) The Director of the Department of Human Services shall appoint an 
advisory committee to advise the Director regarding the Oregon Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Services Program. The Director may elect to consult with 
the advisory committee regarding proposed committee membership. 
 
(2) The Director shall appoint 12 individuals to the advisory committee: 
 

(a) Six individuals who either are Deaf, deaf, Deafblind, or Hard of 
Hearing. 
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(b) Three individuals who specialize in providing adaptive or 
communication services for the Deaf, deaf, Deafblind, or Hard of 
Hearing population. 
 
(c) Three individuals who are well qualified by appropriate licensure, 
certification, or education and experience to practice in psychology, 
mental health, social services, or rehabilitation counseling services. 
 

(3) The Director may conduct background checks prior to appointment.  
 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 410.070, 410.740 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 410.740 
 
411-019-0030 ODHHS Executive and Ad Hoc Committees  
 
(1) The ODHHS advisory committee shall elect an ODHHS executive 
committee from its membership. 
 
(2) The executive committee shall consist of two co-chairs and one 
secretary. 
 

(a) The executive committee reserves the right to expand the 
executive committee membership to include three at-large members 
to be determined by a vote of the advisory committee. 
 
(b) The primary role of the executive committee is to assist the staff in 
planning and organizing advisory committee meetings and to make 
decisions that require critical resolution between regular meetings of 
the advisory committee, while keeping within the mission and values 
of the advisory committee. 
 
(c) The executive committee will review applicants to the advisory 
committee and make appointment recommendations. Appointment 
recommendations shall be forwarded to the DHS Director. 

 
(3) The co-chairs may establish ad hoc committees for particular purposes 
with stated objectives and limited duration.  
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(a) Chairs of any ad hoc committees must be members of the 
ODHHS advisory committee and be appointed by the co-chairs.  

 
(b) Ad hoc committees may include members of the general public 
when appropriate. 

 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 410.070, 410.740 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 410.740 
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